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The United States has established 
a Council for World Communica- 
tions Year ’83 comprised of top-level 
executives, academics, think-tank 
consultants, attorneys and policy- 
makers from a diversity of communi- 
cations backgrounds, ranging from 
magazine publishers to satellite equip- 
ment manufacturers to trade associ- 
ation presicents. According to Carol 
Lee Hilewick, executive director, the 
Council is based on the “Bicentennial 
Model.” Its function is to serve as a 
kind of connector, bringing the right 
resources together to implement a 
wide variety of WCY projects. 

The Council already has over $1 mil- 
lion worth of in-kind pledges from 
both the public and the private sec- 
tors. The Annenberg School of Com- 
munications has sponsored a program 
to train officials from lesser developed 
countries (LDCs) to participate in the 
international conference process. 
Other technical and industrial train- 
ing programs are also planned to assist 
LDCs in developing the expertise 
required to assess needs, select, 
install and manage the telecommuni- 
cations systems that are the stuff of 
communications infrastructures. 

What imbues this particular U.N. 
program with the apparently unique 
ability to tie its laudable goals to 
tangible actions? First, there is a 
verifiable need for information and 
technology transfer to lesser developed 
countries (LDCs) that drives their WCY 
councils. But, what do more advanced 
nations with an infrastructure in- 
place gain from WCY? 

The answer may be the oppor- 
tunity to enter new markets. ‘“‘Devel- 
oping communications infrastructures” 
translates to telecommunications 
equipment contracts and employment 
opportunities, fueling private sector 
interest. The revitalization of the 
flagging economies of developed 
nations is a strong motivation driving 
these WCY councils to participate 
in the program. 

The World Communications Year 
program has been carefully designed 
to combine the conflicting ‘interests 
of traditional opponents — the public 
and the private sectors; LDCs and 
advanced nations; the East and the 
West — in the most innovative U.N. 
program ever. 
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